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Information

WORCESTER CITY WEST TEAM CLERGY (clergy@wcw.church)

The Reverend PHIL BRADFORD (01905 423794)
The Reverend SARAH COTTRILL (01905 426257)

Day off: Friday
Saturday

Pastoral Minister: The Reverend STEPHEN BUCKLEY (07746 206905)

TEAM OFFICE
You can contact the office by email, post or
telephone. The office is open
Postal address: Tel: (01905) 420490 Tuesday and Friday
la Bromyard Road , 9am-12noon.
St John’s. WR2 5BS | ©-mail: office@wcw.church
ON THE WEB
St John’s | Parish Website: www.stjohninbedwardine.co.uk
A church near you: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18634/
Facebook: - www.facebook.com/stjohninbedwardine
St, Parish Website and www.achurchnearyou.com/church/19689/
Michael’s | A church near you:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsdinesgreen/
SERVICES

Please check our websites and Facebook pages, or the notices published on
the church noticeboards and printed in the magazine and weekly pew sheets.

SAFEGUARDING

If you have any concerns about possible abuse of a child or vulnerable adult,
contact the Joint Council Safeguarding Officer, Jane Askew (01905 424811)

or any member of the clergy.

Churchwardens: stjohns.churchwardens@wcw.church
Gordon Templeton (749025), Joy Job (423051).

Pastoral care: The church’s Pastoral Care Group offers support if you are
lonely, bereaved, or unable to attend church. Please contact

Sylvia Render (telephone 422654/email sylviarender@talktalk.net) or
Stephen Buckley (tel 07746 206905/email stephenbuckley554(@gmail.com).

The church of St John-in-Bedwardine is a registered charity, number 1152583.

St John’s

Churchwardens:
Mike Dowling (dowlingm28@sky.com/ 424539)
Val Mason (val.mason@yahoo.com/428948).

On Site Safeguarding Officer: Mike Dowling (details above).

St Michael’s




A word from the editors

Welcome to our December edition! The theme this month
is “Follow the star,” completing the Church of England
theme for Christmas 2023 which we started last month:
“Follow the star. Join the song.” Phil in his letter
discusses what it could mean to us in the modern world.

Christmas is, of course, coming. Rapidly! Being in the
choir we are very well aware of it. Once December arrives,
we have the Advent Carol Service, on 3rd December, then
the Christmas Carol Service, on 17th December, only two
weeks later. Please see the flyer on page 11 for details of
all the Christmas services at St John’s and St Michael’s
churches. We hope you will ‘follow the star’ to one of
these services, where you will be able to ‘join the song.’
There’s something for all ages, so please do come along.

We wish all our readers a joyful Christmas and a happy
new year, and offer you our favourite blessing:

The peace of God,

which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds

in the knowledge and love of God,
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Graham and Sue Evans

Important information
Email address: parishmagazine@wcw.church

Next edition: Deadline is Sunday 10th December.
Distribution, towards the end of December.

Subscription form: Page 50.

Cover picture: Church of England Theme for
Christmas 2023: Follow the star. Join the song.

Pictures in this magazine: Our thanks to those who
provided pictures for this magazine, including

Beth Broadway, Rachel Cramp, Graham Evans,

Sue Fairman, Joy Job, Rob Little, Colin Nash, and
Kate Staiger.

The magazine

We publish a Parish
Magazine each  month,
except August.

Articles on all aspects of
Christian and parish life,
letters, jokes and anecdotes
are welcome - do contribute
if you can. If you have a story
to tell, please make contact.
Do include your name as
anonymous  contributions
will not be considered. If you
can, please wuse e-mail
(address below left). The
editors will always
acknowledge items sent by
email; please try again if you
do not receive a response.
Please send all written
correspondence  for  the
magazine to the Parish
Office.

The magazine costs 50p to
purchase and can be obtained
from the back of church.
Subscriptions are available at
the discounted price of £5 per
year; by subscribing you
make things easier for our
printing team as we know
more closely how many
copies to print.

You can subscribe by filling
in the form on page 50 or by
taking a subscription form
from the rack (where the
magazines are) at the back of
the church. Please return the
form and your payment to the
parish office.

Opinions!
Opinions expressed in this
magazine  are  personal
opinions of the authors
concerned and may not
represent the views of the
editors, our PCCs or The
Church of England. Such
material is offered as a
source ~ of debate or
reflection.

To advertise
Please see page 16.



From Phil Bradford

There was a time, a blissful time 1n the
rapidly receding past, when the theme of
this month’s magazine would have been
wonderfully simple in meaning.

‘Follow the star’ would have involved
quite literally charting a course based on
one of the bright dots in the night sky.
Today, light pollution means that there
are plenty of places in the world that you
would struggle to see any stars in order to do that.

Even worse, language has moved on. To follow a star might equally signify that
you are a follower of a ‘celebrity’ on Instagram, or what was formerly Twitter, or
TikTok, or one of the other social media platforms that I really don’t understand.
Quite what are the benefits of so doing is something which eludes me, although I
gather that it gives you easier access to ‘advice’ from people who rarely know
what they are talking about. (In a December magazine, it is probably not entirely
appropriate for the vicar to go into Scrooge mode, but I have long accepted that
this aspect of modernity will forever be beyond me.) Indeed, this is by far the
more likely understanding of the phrase for youngsters. In the GPS age, where
we can always know where we are by pulling a phone out of a pocket, there are
now whole generations to whom the whole notion of following stars, or
navigating by the sun, is a quaint and forgotten concept. The bewilderment of my
youngest cousins when finding themselves in an area without signal, compelled
into the use of some alien artefact called a road atlas, is a wonder to behold.

That should, of course, make us admire past generations even more. Our
technological advancements have also led to far greater ignorance. If we imagine
what people once had to learn, how they managed to navigate across oceans and
around continents by observing the positions of the stars in the sky, we should
marvel at that achievement. One can only imagine the trust that was required by
our ancestors to set out into the unknown, with only the accumulated knowledge
of celestial movements to guide them. And it is that faith which underpins the
most famous story of star-following, that of the Magi in the Gospel of Matthew.
Strictly speaking, of course, this belongs to the Epiphany story rather than the
Christmas one, set up to two years afterwards, but the essential link between the
two makes the error pardonable. The Magi set off without knowing where they
would be taken, letting themselves be guided to the far-distant infant. In that
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sense, our own journey to Christmas follows a similar path, for we too are
invited to have the faith to discover Christ, to recognise God within a helpless
child. It is a journey that will often take us into the unknown, for to follow God’s
way requires the faith that he will lead us to where we need to be, much as the
Magi followed that star.

Yet that star in the story is far more than a mere directional aid, for it also
represents hope. In our world of endless artificial light, it is easy to forget the
hope that stars once provided as they shone in the sky, reassurance of the
wonders of the universe as well as pointers towards the right way. It is a star
which allows the Magi to recognise the true king, not the brutal, jealous Herod in
his palace, but rather the lowly infant in his humble home. Amidst the darkness,
the star held out the hope of something different, of God’s promise to transform
the hatreds and violence of the world into the love and justice of his kingdom.

We are coming to the end of a year when the darkness has seemed to close in on
us, where all that we read in the news on a daily basis serves to make us despair
of the state of the world around us. In the story of Christmas and Epiphany, in
that star and all that it represents, we are reminded that this is not God’s way.
And 1n our recognition of the coming of God in the Christ child, we can have
hope that the future will be something very different.

Phil Bradford

Christmas Prayers

Lord Jesus Christ,

your birth at Bethlehem

draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise

as we worship you,

our Saviour and our eternal God.

Amen.

God our Father,

whose Word has come among us

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:

may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord.
Amen.



In Memoriam
Alice Moulder 1 December 2009
Albert Harold Southall 3 December 1984
Sarah Rose 8 December 1985
Emily Potter 10 December 1984
Vera May Bullock 10 December 1991
William Bishop 10 December 1996
Hubert Mitford Harvey 12 December 1984
Charles Hubert John Lerigo 13 December 1983
Jack Taylor 16 December 1998
Ivy Muriel Rogers 17 December 2001
Harry Palmer 19 December 2001
John Goodsell 21 December 2004
Ivy Hooper 25 December 1984
Derek A Bowen 28 December 2007
Ann Smith 28 December 2010
Gladys Mitchem 30 December 1995
Additions to In Memoriam are not automatic but must be specifically requested via the clergy.
Inclusion only needs to be requested once; entries are then included until the fortieth anniversary.
An extension may be requested by family or friends of those named.

From the Registers, October 2023

St John’s
SERVICES: Communicants 184. Total attendance at all services 302.

St Michael’s
SERVICES: Communicants 78. Total attendance at all services &0.

Sundays and Principal Feasts in December

Sunday 3rd December: First Sunday of Advent

Sunday 10th December: Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday 17th December: Third Sunday of Advent

Sunday 24th December: Fourth Sunday of Advent/Christmas Eve
Monday 25th December: Christmas Day

Tuesday 26th December: Stephen, Deacon, First Martyr
Wednesday 27th December: John, Apostle and Evangelist
Thursday 28th December: The Holy Innocents

Sunday 31st December: First Sunday of Christmas

All event information should be regarded as provisional and checked near the time
6



Dates for your diary

Location key (J) St John’s Church (M) St Michael’s Church
(V) The Vicarage, 7 Manor Road

(J) Mondays in term time, 10am: Little Lambs, see pages 8 and 26.
Little Lambs breaks up on 11" December and returns on 8th January 2024.
--- 000 ---
(J) Saturday 2nd December, from 8.30am: Community Breakfast, see page 9.
--- 000 ---
(J) Saturday 2nd December, 4pm: Messy Church, see pages 9 and 24. Doors
open and drinks available from 3:30pm.

--- 000 ---
(M) Monday 4th December, 1pm: Mothers’ Union - Christmas shared lunch in
church.
--- 000 ---

(J) Thursday 14th December, 1pm: The Good Old Days present Discover

History, “A Georgian Christmas”, see page 8.
(J) Saturday 9th December, 9am: \i;égfeilz_s_Breakfast, see page 9.
(J) Wednesday 20th December, 245;1(;10 -"Eea/Coffee & Cake, see page 8.
(M) Thursday 21st December, 2pn_1"- (;0;[;1-:- West Worcester Friendship Group.
- 000 —--

(V) Friday 22nd December: Fourth Friday Friendship Group. Look out for

sign-up sheets in church or contact Sarah Cottrill for details.
--- 000 ---

(J) Saturday 23rd December, 10.45am: Café Church@10:45am, see page 8.

--- 000 ---

For the dates of all St John’s and St Michael’s
Christmas services, see page 11.

See page 13 for details of mid-week services in December.

All event information should be regarded as provisional and checked near the time
7



Events at St John’s

St Solines Cluarch
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Mondays in Term Time at
St John’s Church
10:00am to 11.30am

FREE!

Toys and Games, Art & Craft, Messy Play,
Snacks and Stories, Singing
Birth to 4 years old and carers
For more details contact Sue Fairman on 07845 942962

Our last session this term will be on
11th December and we will return on
Monday 8th January 2024. We would

welcome more adult help next term please.

St John in Bedwardine

=

cafe @ 10.45

Join us for Fresh Coffee and Danish
‘Friendship and Thoughts’

At 10.45am on

Saturday
23" December

Thought for the day by
Luise Horrocks

Come and share a mince pie and coffee
with us; all are welcome to our
Christmas celebration.

ST JOHN-IN-BEDWARDINE

Open for Tea/Coffee
and Cakes
£2.00

Wednesday 20t December
at 2.45pm in the Church

ALL WELCOME

All event information should be regarded as provisional and checked near the time
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Events at St John’s

- @ CRY R N R,
L TR TN,
Women's Breakfast Meetings

for Friendship and
Christian Fellowship

Why not join us?

Everyone is welcome!
Our next meeting 1s on

Saturday 9™ December
9.00am until 11.00am

St John-in-Bedwardine
in The Blakefield Room

Contact Margaret Rutter (425396)

This month’s speaker will be

Margaret Rutter

A "-*—’

Community Breakfast

There will be a
Community Breakfast
on
Saturday 2nd December.

We will be open from
8.30am to 11am
serving a full English breakfast,
plus toast and marmalade,
tea and coffee.

Free but donations welcome.

Start the day with a hot
home-cooked breakfast!

Our next Messy Church is on Saturday
2nd December, 4pm.

Our theme will be Advent and Angels
(with a sprinkling of Christmas!)

Please do come along — you’ll be sure
of a warm welcome!

St John-in-Bedwardine

Future dates:

6th January

3rd February

All event information should be regarded as provisional and checked near the time
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RHINO

WINDOWS\}
AND DOORS

hino Windows and Doors was

formed on values of the very best
customer service and the highest
quality installations.

As we have continued to grow and
develop our business, we remain
committed to complete customer
satisfaction.

Our services are wide ranging from
UPVC windows and UPVC doors/
composite doors to conservatories.

Our windows and doors are made
using the finest quality materials and
manufactured to the highest
standards.

All of our UPVC Windows and
Composite Doors are energy efficient,
reduce noise pollution and incorporate
the latest security features.

We offer a range of designs options
that will complement virtually any
property style and age.

REPLACEMENT WINDOW &
DOOR SPECIALISTS BASED
IN WORCESTER |

01684 770437

info@rhinowindowsanddoors.co.uk

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A
FREE NO-OBLIGATIONQUOTE

www.rhinowindowsanddoors.co.uk

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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?’F Advent & Christmas

-

St John-in-Bedwardine

Our

services

Advent Sunday, Sunday 3™ December

St John's

5.30pm

Advent carol service a reflective service of Advent hymns,
Bible Readings as well as music by the choir. Lasts about an hour.

Sunday | 7th December

St John's

St John's

2pm

6pm

Carols in the churchyard an informal outdoor service with
popular Christmas carols. Dog friendly!

Candlelit carol service o traditional service of Bible readings,
congregational carol singing and carols sung by the choir. Lasts
about an hour. Followed by seasonal refreshments.

Saturday 23rd December

St David’s

2.30pm

Carols round the tree a service of readings and carol singing
round the Christmas Tree, including a visit from Father Christmas.

Christmas Eve, 24th December

St Michael’s

St John's

St John's

St David’s

St John's

10.30am

3pm

5pm

9.30pm

11.30pm

Carol service a service of Bible readings and carols.

Crib service we think about Mary & Joseph’s journey to
Bethlehem and getting the manger ready for Jesus’ birth.
Particularly for younger children and families seeking a service
with a quiet and calm atmosphere without congregational
candles. Lasts about 20 minutes.

Christingle a service for everyone, aimed especially for children
with a lit Christingle candle for every child. Includes Christmas
carols. Lasts about 30 minutes.

First Eucharist of Christmas join us as we share bread & wine
or receive a blessing. Lasts about an hour.

Midnight Mass join us as we share bread & wine or receive a
blessing as we celebrate the start of Christmas Day. Christmas
carols led by the Choir. Lasts about an hour.

Christmas Day, 25th December

St Michael’s

St John's

10am

10am

Christmas Eucharist join us as we share bread & wine or
receive a blessing. Lasts about an hour.
Christmas Eucharist a service with Christmas music and hymns

provided by the Music Group. Join us as we share bread & wine or
receive a blessing. Lasts about an hour.
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Bluebird Care - as near

to perfect as possible

——
f“‘

il

Care in your home, just as you like it.

You may be in a situation where you need an extra pair of
hands to help with daily chores, or you may have complex
needs that require more dedicated care.

Our well-trusted care services range from a 30-minute
daily visit through to full Live-in care.

Call our friendly team today:.

Bluebird Care Worcester & Wychavon
bluebirdcare.co.uk/worcester-wychavon 01386 764830
worcesterandwychavon@bluebirdcare.co.uk

your life
your hOme
your care
your way

bluebird
care’

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Welcome Charlotte

We are delighted to welcome Charlotte Tidder as
our new Parish Administrator.

Charlotte 1s a local girl who went to Christopher
Whitehead and still lives in St Johns with her
daughter. She enjoys going to the cinema, library,
visiting museums and going for walks along the
river, with her dog.

Graham Evans | B T . y

St David’s Church News

We may be only a small congregation at St David’s, but this year has been a busy
one for us. Many parts of the church have been de-cluttered which has given us
more space. The Men’s Shed have fitted a kitchen unit for us and put a light in the
toilet area, for which we thank them. It makes such a difference to us when we
have our monthly coffee mornings (First Wednesday of each month 10.30 — 12)
and our Saturday afternoon events which have been very well attended.

On 23rd December we have our ‘Carols Round the Tree’ at 2.30pm where we hope
to see some of our younger people as we are having a visit from Father Christmas.

Our next Saturday afternoon event will be on 27th January 2024 at 2pm and it will
be a “Social Event.”

Carole Stone
Deputy Church Warden

Mid-week services

The following mid-week Eucharists are scheduled for December:
Tuesday (not 26th) St John’s 10am (Eucharist - Book of Common Prayer)
Thursday (not 28th) St Michael’s 10.30am (Eucharist - Common Worship)

Christmas Eucharists

There will be 10am Eucharists on Christmas Day at St John's, St Clement's and
St Michael's.

St Clement’s Christmas Fayre

The St Clement’s Christmas Fayre will be held on Saturday 2nd December from
10am to 2.00pm.
Phil Prince
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FUNERALS DIRECT

For Funerals arranged your way, whatever your budget.
Caring for your family, when you need us.

Simple or complex we can help.

Funerals, Traditional and Bespoke,

Celebrations of Life, Direct Cremations

07942 114560 - 24 hrs - It costs nothing to talk
Keeping our prices manageable & helping you beat funeral poverty

Droitwich, Worcester, Pershore, Malvern and between.
CALL NOW TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS - 07942 114560

Hoskins Funerals Direct
129, Astwood Road, Worcester
www.hoskinsfuneralsdirect.co.uk
01905 27862

n @HoskinsFuneralsWorcester u DirectHoskins m hoskins-funerals-direct

" 1.a Fleur Florist

Weddings  Funeral Tributes Everyday Flowers
Corporate Flowers Special Occasions

Garden Plants

Victoria Phelps

36 Woodstock Road
Worcester, WR2 5NE
Tel: 01905 421820 or 07842258936
lafleur@hotmail.co.uk
www.lafleurflorist.co.uk

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Christmas Flowers at St. John’s Church

The flower team will be decorating the church for Christmas on Friday 22nd
December, 9.00am to 1.00pm. You are very welcome to come and help us. Coffee
and tea will be served between 10.30 am and 11.30 am. If you have any holly
and/or variegated greenery to spare it will be appreciated. If you are unable to bring
it into church on the Friday, please leave it in the porch on the day before.

Christmas is the time families come together to celebrate, but it is also a time when
we remember family and friends. If you would like to make a donation towards the
Christmas flowers in their memory please place it an envelope (with the name(s) of
those you wish to be remembered) and pass it to the churchwardens, Dorothy Little
or me. The names will be included in the Memorial List which will be placed on
the welcome table, just inside church, on Christmas Eve.

Of course, loved ones are remembered during the year, not just at Christmas.
Donations in their memory can be made for flowers at any time of the year such as
for a birthday or anniversary. The flower ladies will be happy to dedicate an
arrangement for you. Please contact me (01684 893307 or suehussell4@gmail.com)
in the first instance.

The flower team wishes you a very happy and blessed Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.

Thank you for your support.
Sue Hussell

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM ¢

Poppies made by children
and staft, with love, from
Poppins Day Nursery
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(:‘ Footnotes UK

!l;ug 174a London Road
’ - Worcester
Y ( WRS 2EJ
L

We have expanded our private practice! We now have 3 chiropodists in the clinic and a home visit

chiropodist to take care of all your foot needs! Please visit our website to meet our team and book

an appointment www.footnotesuk.co.uk

You can telephone for an appointment on 01905 360079 / Mob: 07974 650 775
Or email inquiries to info@footnotesuk.co.uk
Racheal Sharman and the Footnotes UK Team

HCPC registered

Would you like to advertise in this
magazine?

The Parish Magazine is published A5 in size, in black and white.

There are eleven issues each year,
July and August being a combined issue.

An advert can be full-page, half-page or quarter-page in size.

The booking can be from one month to one year.

If you are interested to advertise, please contact Sue Hussell by telephone

on 01684 893397 or by email at suehussell4@gmail.com

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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HOW d1d our kIthens get so cluttered with the gadgets?

Nearly 90 people turned up to hear Paul
M| talk about kitchen clutter. It was during
the Victorian era that they started to

| clutter their kitchens as they liked to

| collect tools and implements. Clutter is a
§ big thing from then on and each

4 generation gathers more clutter than the

i previous one. Paul asked who had
implements in their kitchens that have
not been used for over a year and nearly everyone in the audience raised their hand.
Since Victorian times, the kitchen is the main room in the house that gets cluttered.

g? . 3 f et 8 2T - In Neolithic times they only used one

#4:34 ~ tool, called a hand axe (see image on
left), which was used for everything they
need from digging, skinning animals and
cutting up the meat. In the Middle Ages,
after people stayed in one place more, a
kettle (cauldron) would be over the fire.

By that time, they would have knives to
cut and chop the food; modern versions
of what these knives would have looked
look like are on the right. From the
Tudor times it is possible to see what
was left in wills to other people and that
would include pots and pans.

By the Victorian age they would have
knives for different purposes, such as
meat cleavers, apple corers, cutting
vegetables or herbs. Meat cleavers, as
left, were used by butchers before the
Victorian age, but it was only

then they entered use in home kitchens. Many tools were made of tin or iron, as
stainless steel did not exist then.

Once tea came along you needed kettle, teapot, cups, saucers, sugar bowls and

spoons, teaspoons, trays to carry it on, tables to serve iton. ... ;. page 19
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PROPERTY &
GARDEN SERVICES

General Plumbing & Heating
Painting & Decorating
Hedge Trimming

Lawn Mowing

Decking

Pruning

Areas Covered

A well established family business offering competitive rates
and a friendly, reliable service.
Customer satisfaction is our priority.

Services

Worcestershire & surrounding areas All rubbish taken away

Contact
Julian Shuttleworth

Internal & External Wall Repairs : 07557 027001 :
Tree Felling & Pollarding info@jspropertyandgardenservices.co.uk

Household Clearance www.jspropertyandgardenservices.co.uk
Jet Washing
Weeding
Fencing

Garden Clearance

Fully qualified and insured

advertise in this

@ JDS Would you like to

Electrical magazine?

The Parish Magazine is published A5 in

For all your electrical needs size, in black and white.

There are eleven issues each year,

JoN HALL July and August being a combined issue.
An advert can be full-page, half-page or
07528 183057 guarter-page in size.

jds.electrical@outlook.com

The booking can be from one month to

one year.
ﬂ) If you are interested to advertise, please
STROMA L contact Sue Hussell by telephone
R on 01684 893397 or by email at
CERTIFIED :
LiNili L suehussell4@gmail.com

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Continued from page 17
Hill Evans, from Worcester, had one of the largest
bottling factories for vinegar and wine. Canning was
invented to allow food to be sent to soldiers in war zones,
such as the Boer War. When the soldiers came home,
they would bring some of the cans home. People started
to want to be able to use cans to be able to keep food
longer, as they had to buy food daily to have it fresh

So, we started to need can
openers to open cans and
bottle openers for the
bottles.

There were many new inventions in the Victorian
age, which led to many new patents, and these
inventions led to new tools being created for the
kitchen. Catalogues started to appear so people
could see all the wonderful new tools that they
‘needed’ in their kitchens.

Mrs Beeton wrote two books, her Every Day Cookery
book and her Household Management book. These
books showed all the things that the modern house
must have in the kitchen. With the catalogues and
her books people built up their range of tools, pots,
pans, and china etc.

Continued on
page 21
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Worcester
Malvern

Hereford

If you need care or have older
parents, whose health has taken
a sudden change, we can tailor
responsive, companionship led
care from 30 minutes through to
24/7 care in your own home.
You will find our local, family run Sy - " {:“"‘ 7

care ethos invests heavily in (/// )
recruiting the most capable care % Y
professionals, giving you

i
complete peace of mind.

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

Dl

.

jilh

Ask us about our

e s 20% Introductory
Visiti ng Care Discount on your

Live In Care Care Package
. . Ts&C \
Specialist Care S
Companionship

Call our friendly team on:

01905 950 409

www.severnvalehomecare.co.uk
care@severnvalehomecare.co.uk

Good Wearea
Good ry Lo

CareQualit e ~ vYvage
Q Commissiorx Association Employer

Your local, independent, family run, home care company.

GoodOaks Home Care has rebranded to Severn Vale Home Care — The Editors

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Continued from page 19
As recipes became more complex people needed scales to weigh out the ingredients.

They also needed cup and spoon measuring items and individual measuring jugs
for the smaller amounts in the recipes. The scales were balancing ones, so you
also needed a set of standard weights to measure out the ingredients.

The books and catalogues also had plates for every possible use and then, of
course, you needed different knives, forks, and spoons to eat the various courses
and foods. On top of that, you needed a wide range of glasses for each of the
different drinks at a meal.

After the two wars the availability of items decreased due to the shortage of basic
materials. People also realised that they did not need all the different items and it
was not until the late 50s and early 60s when people had more money that they
were again able to buy extra goods. This has continued right through to the
modern day, with the advent of such gadgets as bread makers, spiralisers and air
fryers being promoted as the next best thing for the kitchen.

X T e U

As usual the ladies of the church excelled themselves and everyone was given
their tea and wonderful cakes during the interval, before tidying everything up
during the second half of the talk.

Colin Nash
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Bacon Sandwiches in Hanley William

Hello friends! Lots has been happening since I last wrote so I’ll jump straight in
with an update on my placement.

When I was offered the opportunity to go on a placement, it was recommended
that I go somewhere quite different to my home parish. That would have meant
either a city centre church or something rural. I had no doubt that I would have
learned valuable lessons from either, but I never feel happier than when
immersed in God’s creation and the thought of being able to experience that

while also developing my ministry was too good a chance to miss and it was all I
had hoped.

So, during the past 6 weeks I have been on placement in the Teme Valley South
group of churches. I visited Stanford and learned about FOAG (Farmers
Overseas Action Group). I was part of the harvest service at Eastham where 1
saw the biggest, shiniest pumpkin and interviewed a farmer. I learned a little of
how the river that gives the area its name could have such an impact during the
flood and I was privileged to be part of a service at Clifton, where Julia, the
priest in charge of Teme Valley South, was licenced as curate in charge of three
more churches around Clifton, as shown in the picture below.

I enjoyed delicious bacon sandwiches at cafe church in Hanley William, where I
preached in front of a vicar, a curate, two retired vicars and a reader (with Ellen
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for moral support!). During walking church, I explored the farms of Hanley Childe
and Kyre, learning first-hand the history of the land and the hopes for the future.
I’ve joined Saturday morning prayer and even sung over Zoom at Compline and
yesterday I was able to read at the Service of Remembrance at Harpley.

And then in between all the gadding about, I have been trying to get to grips with
the Holy Trinity...a topic that is blowing our collective minds as readers in
training! We’ve learned about the Arian controversy and the significance of the
council of Nicea in 325 and Constantinople in 381 that led to the Creed we now
know. We’ve learned about the Christological heresies of Apollinarianism,
Eutychianism and Nestorism...they are all very tempting as they try to explain
the inexplicable...if God and Jesus are one, then how could God be Jesus’
father...how could Jesus be “of God” and also God? We all just sat in stunned
silence for that seminar asking the tutor to “make it make sense!”

This week we have the final dimension: pneumatology, the study of the third of
the so-called dramatis personae that makes up the Trinity...The Holy Spirit. The
reading for all these takes so long because I’'m constantly having to look up
words and references...oh well, Trinity Sunday is still a few months off so
hopefully it will start to make sense by then!

I’m also just getting underway with the first assignment of second year so if you
see me wandering towards the library looking vacant, you’ll know why!

Rob Little

Fourth Friday Friendship Group

As the name suggests, we meet on the fourth Friday of each month, for chat,
food and fun. We also raise money for charity; in return for a two-course meal,
guests make a donation for a different charity each month. In October we raised
£35 for the Royal Osteoporosis Society. As it was our closest meeting to “Bonfire
Night” we had a “Bonfire Night style” meal of burgers, hot-dogs and jacket
potatoes, followed by a choice of apple crumble or chocolate trifle. Our after-
dinner games also included going outside for some sparklers. I turned down the
offer, made by the proprietor of the Fireworks Shop, to purchase a large firework
named “More Tea Vicar!” At something over £100 I decided this was taking the
fun a little too far! Nonetheless, another very enjoyable afternoon and evening.

Our remaining gathering for this year is on December 22" when anybody is
most welcome at the vicarage from 4.00pm. Just look out for sign-up sheets in

church or ask me for more details.
Sarah Cottrill
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Jesus, light of the world

November's Messy Church explored the theme of
Jesus as our light in the darkness. While taking
part in the activities, we were encouraged to think
about the ways that we could spread the light to others. This could be as simple
as smiling at someone, or sharing a packet of biscuits. It was lovely to see friends
from both our Sunday congregation and Little Lambs, alongside new faces who
came along to give it a go. As always, thank you to everybody who came and a
massive thank you to all who volunteered, helping out with preparation, set up,
activities and tidy up. A special shout out to our mini helpers!

The theme for November was based on the Bible verse John 8:12 and additional
Bible verses highlighting the continuing theme of light and darkness throughout.
Following the Messy Church values, our Creativity activities included lots of
glitter and sparkle! We made crowns,
reflecting our own light, glittery stars and
spiral decorations, thinking about how
sparkly things can catch the light and
reflect it, and whether there were ways
that we could catch and reflect Jesus’
light. The congregation really enjoyed
making stained glass windows —
including Phil, who took great care
creating his example before Messy
Church opened.
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Another contemplative activity was
decorating a tea light jar with acrylic pens
and there were lots of beautiful designs.
These were taken home as a reminder that
we can take Jesus’ light wherever we go
and into the darkness. We also watched tea
lights float on water, looking at their
reflections and thinking about how we can
reflect Jesus. If you are in St John's Church
over the next month, do pop over to
Children’s Corner and have a look at a few
of our sparkly creations!

Our short worship session, celebrating God,
Jesus and this month's message was led by

Phil. We started our worship by closing our eyes to experience darkness, and
realised that in a city, even with all of the church lights switched off, there was
still some light shining through. In Jesus’ time, there were no streetlights, and the
complete darkness could be very scary, making his message all the more
meaningful. We concluded with the hymn “This Little Light of Mine’ which
included actions, all led by Liz.

With Messy Church’s value of
- Hospitality, our shared meal was
‘ delicious chilli con carne (for which
. many went up for seconds!),
followed by cake and custard. It
' | was great to sit down and share a

~ meal with everyone. Thank you so
much to Darren and Sarah for
running the kitchen for us.

Our next Messy Church is on
Saturday 2nd December, and it will
then be on the following dates: 6th
- January and 3rd February 2024.

Messy Church is for all ages, with activities set at various levels and many
offering the chance for mindfulness and contemplation while being creative.
Please do come along — you’ll be sure of a warm welcome!

Beth Broadway
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Little Lambs

We are having lots of fun at Little Lambs and we are really busy so thank you
church for providing us with our warm, welcoming and safe space and for our
amazing volunteers. One of our very talented volunteers called Gail prepared and
set up our Remembrance Day craft activity which was very popular with our
adults and children. The photos show their lovely pictures and each one was
different and very special, so I think we followed the star to create our artwork.

D U0 T : i
1y U el 'F l 'K R

Many thanks to our kind members who have donated toys for us such as an
electronic keyboard and new dolls.
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Vicar Phil enjoys having fun with the train set ....

On Monday 11th December we
have a special visitor coming and
he will be dressed in a red
costume.

We would welcome some
more adult help next term
please.

= happy and peaceful Christmas
4 and New Year and thank you all.

Sue Fairman
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On Armistice Day, at 11am on 11" November

at the St John’s war memor




A little later on Armistice Day, there was a service at the memorial of Woodbine
Willie in St John’s Cemetery.

|




On Remembrance Sunday, there was a large turnout at St John’s Church for the
Remembrance service and the following Act of Remembrance around 11am.







A Woven Prayer Cord for Ukraine, Israel, and Gaza

Celtic Christians use the symbol of a woven cord to represent different aspects of
our Christian faith. Because the cord i1s woven together it is strong and it brings a
love of wholeness to our prayer life. When used in prayer it reminds us to pray
for healing, to pray for others and to pray for ourselves.

If you can find some ribbons, wool or thick thread, plait or wind them together to
use as your woven cord for our prayers this month.

Choose a colour to represent PEACE.

We pray today, Lord God, for our woven cord of prayer to heal the lands and the
people of the past. Cleanse and heal these lands, Lord God. Restore them to be
peaceful places for your people to live in harmony. We pray that all people will
be brought to acknowledge where sin has prevailed and led to violence and war
against the aggressor and where the innocent become the victims. We pray for
leaders of our world to influence the need for peace and for humanitarian aid to
reach innocent victims, to allow creation and peace to be restored and healing of
the nations to take place.

Choose another colour to represent SAFETY.

Lord God, we pray for all the innocent people caught up in war. For children, the
elderly and disabled. For those maimed and coming to terms with a disability.
For the homeless and refugees.

We pray for all humanitarian workers, serving and caring for others in very
difficult circumstances. We pray for their safety as they work together.

We pray for the safe delivery of food,water, fuel, and medicine. To bind people
together and restore healing into the midst of such unspeakable pain and
destruction that war causes.

We pray for all who work in hospitals, making decisions moment by moment on
the best way to help the victims, to offer hope and healing and compassion to all.

Strengthen the faith of all, by your grace and love, Lord.
Choose another colour to represent HOPE.

We pray for the hostages of war and the hostages of aggression, where people
are held against their will and are powerless. Grant them your strength, hope and
love, as they live for each other, praying to be free.

Loving God fill all who grieve, with your hope and comfort. We pray today that
they will remember that everyone who has died is loved by God and remembered
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by him in death. Grant them hope in their hearts and belief in a future, where war
and aggression will cease and they are able to live peaceful lives.

Father Son and Holy Spirit we hold our cord of prayer to bind your people together:

To bring healing to Ukraine, Israel and Gaza.
To bring peace into the violence.
To bring hope into the hearts of all who suffer and care.

Pray that in using our prayer cord this month, it may
bind us together and strengthen our prayer for peace
and hope in our world.

Let us remember this Christmas that God sent His
Son to heal and restore all people to himself. He is
the Light in all the dark places.

Amen.
Jenny English

West Worcester Friendship Club

Meeting in St Michael’s Church on the third Thursday of every month, this
group provides friendship and company for those who live alone following a
bereavement. We offer a varied programme, featuring guest speakers, games,
quizzes, crafts and general chat over a cup of tea or coffee and a slice of
homemade cake.

Our October meeting enjoyed a talk by Jo Dowling about a trip she made to
Mexico. At the time of writing, we are looking forward to welcoming Nigel
Owens, chair of the Worcester and district branch of the Royal Air Force
Association, to speak to us in November. Nigel will tell us about the work of
RAFA and his own career in the RAF. We will end the year with our Christmas
party in December.

Anybody wanting more information about this group, for themselves or for a
friend or neighbour, please speak to me, Val, Jo or Mike.
Sarah Cottrill

Kindness

Constant kindness can accomplish much. As the sun makes ice melt, kindness
causes misunderstanding, mistrust and hostility to evaporate.  Albert Schweitzer

The ideals which have lighted my way, and time after time have given me new courage
to face life cheerfully, have been Kindness, Beauty, and Truth ~ Albert Einstein
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Puzzles

The solution is on the inside back cover,

Across

1 Rely (Psalm 62:7) (6)

4 ‘He stretches out the heavens like a — , and spreads them out like a tent to live
in’ (Isaiah 40:22) (6)

7 What the dove carried the olive leaf in, when 1t returned to Noah’s ark
(Genesis 8:11) (4)

8 Annoy (1 Samuel 1:6) (8)

9 Judah’s last king, who ended his days as a blind prisoner in Babylon (Jeremiah
52:11) (8)

13 ‘They all — and were satisfied’ (Luke 9:17) (3)

16 Eliphaz the Temanite was one; so was Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the
Naamathite (Job 2:11; 16:2) (4,9)

17 National Association of Evangelicals (of the USA) (1,1,1)

19 Popular song for New Year’s Eve, Auld — — (4.,4)

24 Able dock (anag.) (8)

25 The number of stones David chose for his confrontation with Goliath (1
Samuel 17:40) (4)

26 Elgar’s best-known ‘Variations’ (6)

27 Soak (Isaiah 16:9) (6)

Down

1 Money owing (Deuteronomy 15:3) (4)
2 Conciliatory (Titus 3:2) (9)
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3 ‘Do this, whenever you — it, in remembrance of me’ (1 Corinthians 11:25) (5)

4 A group assisting in the governance of the Roman Catholic Church (5)

5 One of the gifts Joseph’s brothers took with them on their second journey to
Egypt (Genesis 43:11) (4)

6 ‘Reach out your hand and — — into my side. Stop doubting and believe’ (John
20:27) (3,2)

10 Be outstandingly good (2 Corinthians 8:7) (5)

11 “What — — that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for
him?’ (Psalm 8:4) (2,3)

12 Horse’s feet (Judges 5:22) (5)

13 Notice (Deuteronomy 17:4) (9)

14 Comes between 2 Chronicles and Nehemiah (4)

15 One of Israel’s northern towns conquered by Ben-Hadad (1 Kings 15:20) (4)

18 Narnia’s Lion (5)

20 One of the two rivers in which Naaman would have preferred to wash (2
Kings 5:12) (5)

21 Avarice—one of the evils that come from inside people (Mark 7:22) (5)

22 Knight Grand Cross of St Michael and St George (1,1,1,1)

23 Jacob’s first wife (Genesis 29:23) (4)

Sudoku 6 1 7
Puzzle

© 2013 8 3

KrazyDad.com

The solution

Is on the 2 6
inside back 3 2 8

cover.
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RHINO

WINDOWS

A TILED ROOF WILL KEEP YOUR CONSERVATORY
WARM IN WINTER & COOL IN SUMMER

Rhino Windows & Doors can enhance your conservatory and make it
easier to enjoy year-round — we can even add skylights and lighting.

Contact us today for details of how to get more from your conservatory

TELEPHONE: %%SQ%EP”’E‘EE\E?E@;%;E%&?&S
IN W
0 1 684 770437 CONTACT US TODAY FOR A

info@rhinowindowsanddoors.co.uk FREE NO-OBLIGATIONQUOTE

www.rhinowindowsanddoors.co.uk

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Mothers’ Union News.

On Tuesday October 17th, MU members from the Worcester Archdeaconry met
together in St George’s, Barbourne, to celebrate our annual Archdeaconry Festival.

Archdeaconry Chaplain, Revd. Stephen
Buckley, assisted by Revd. Peter Davies.

A parade of several MU banners took place, K =
with Jean Chidlow carrying St Michael’s
banner. As part of the service Stephen
blessed a quantity of knitted shawls and
teddies that MU use as part of our ministry.

St Michael's MU branch contributed 10 teddies made by Ann and Val. Several
Long Service Certificates were presented by our President, Judith Grubb. Jo
Dowling received a certificate for 50 years long service.

Thanks were also given for the long ministry of Stephen, as he retires from the
chaplain role shortly.

An ample supply of refreshments was provided by members of St George’s and
Claines MU branches.
Jenny Claydon

Follow the star. Join the song.

Picking up the full theme from this month and last month reminded me of this
song, and its lovely words, that we sang with our local choir in France. It’s by
Carol Barratt and Karl Jenkins called “Just another star”:

“Just another star to light the sky, just another town to passers-by,
Just another night so cold and grey,

Strangers look for shelter, couldn’t find a place to stay.

Just another donkey warm and brown,

Just another journey through the town,

Just another search for somewhere warm,

Found a tiny stable just before a child was born.

Love isn’t ever far, look up from where you are,

Look for another star, shining like it shone down on Bethlehem.’

)

Happy singing or happy listening - on your journey to follow the star!
Arthur Miller
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Your Picture Framer

Call in and see our retail space and studio where
we continue to provide our great customer service
and fine bespoke framing.

We can frame almost anything FINE ART
No obligation advice
Home/Office visits available 3
Computerised pricing — no guessing - g
Out of hours appointments offered # .
Latest techniques LD
Top quality materials

www.yourpictureframer.co.uk 2A Great House Road
info@yourpictureframer.co.uk Wareestar
01905 423300 or 07730539168 WR2 4HS

Worcester Chiropractic Clinic
102 Bromyard Road, St Johns, WR2 5D]

Expert treatment for a range of conditions:

e Sciatica e Carpal Tunnel
e Headaches e Tendonitis

e Sports Injury e Osteoarthritis
e Trapped Nerves e Neck Pain

e Back Pain ¢ And more...

01905 428 956

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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Gifts

Gifts we bring our Lord and King,

To praise Your name and glorify our King.
Your name in our hearts and minds,

upon our lips.

May it please our King.

And what do we bring this Christmas morn?
We bring ourselves weak and poor,

We bring our sin, asking to be forgiven,

We bring our tears, our sadness, our grief.
We know your touch will heal our pain.

We bring our joy and laughter,

our hope and love.

We bring our music, our voices.
We bring ourselves to worship,

Our Lord and King.

We think of new life.

innocence and purity as we worship
Your Holy name.

We think of the gifts you gave,

in giving us your Son.

New life, peace, light and love.

May this be reflected in all that we do.
All those gifts we are giving today,
to our families and friends.
May we have new life Lord,
Peace in our hearts,
Light in our lives
Love in our actions.
May they be our real gifts
to one another today,
The true gifts you gave,
in giving us your Son.
Jenny English
24.12.88
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Safeclean

“w (§) GUARDSMAN

Quality cleaning services from
the furniture care experts

Safeclean will help keep your
home fresh, bright & beautiful

» Carpets * Fabric & Leather Upholstery
e Curtains * Mattresses ¢ Hard Floors

Contact Elliot for a free, no obligation quote
Call: 0808 144 8161 or 07748 328 597

Email: elliot@safeclean.co.uk
Web: www.safeclean-cheltenham.co.uk

Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers
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GODs — Saints and Sinners

Paul explained that his talk is about the saints
and sinners of Worcester and is linked to a
walking tour that Discover History do in the
city. Worcester has had many churches over
the centuries, but they are or were very close
together. However, this does help produce the
lovely skyline across the city with all the
towers and spires. The reason for this is linked
to Worcester being a centre for trade in the
past. One of the oldest churches, St Alban’s,
is now Magg’s Day Centre, which was
dramatically changed in Victorian times.
There are still over 20 Anglican churches
listed in Worcester, not including other faiths.

rEM R o dad A il T i
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A " The earliest church is believed to be St Helens, the
~ current church is based on a 15th Century building, but
" it is on the site of a much earlier church. It was one of
: ~ the richest churches in Worcester. More recently it was

_ the site of the Records Office.

' There are two main saints associated with Worcester.
They were both Bishops of Worcester and were

‘responsible for the building of the priory, which

§ became the cathedral. The older one was St Oswald
4 and the other was St Wulstan, who was Bishop of

i Worcester at the time of the Norman Conquest.

B St Oswald (on the left) is often &
¢ shown holding a church as he did a
lot to reform the early church.

William the Conqueror removed all ¥ -'%-
2% the Anglo-Saxon Bishops and '
; replaced them with French Bishops
I except St Wulstan (on the right).
"/ Worcester became a place of

= pilgrimage due to the miracles

Continued on page 43
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FLAT ROOFING REPAIRS
RE-ROOFS

FLAT ROOFS

CHIMNEY WORK

FASCIAS

SOFFITS

GUTTERING

LEADWORK

RE-POINT RIDGES AND VERGES

Genuine OAP Discount

If you are looking for trained professionals to fix your roof, look no
further. Rhino Roofing Ltd is a very professional and established
company. You can put your trust in us to give you the best as we
have over 20 years experience and still counting! Contact us for a

FREE QUOTATION - CALL US ON 01905831364

https://www.facebook.com/rhinoroofingltd

https://instagram.com/rhino_roofing_Itd/

http://www.rhinoroofing.co.uk/

rhinoroofingltd@hotmail.com
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Continued from page 41 associated with St Wulstan. One of those miracles
concerned Thomas of Eldersfield who had an altercation with another man in
1217. They were ordered to fight a duel to determine who was right and Thomas
lost so he was ‘Guilty’. He was sentenced to blinding and castration and then left
to die of his wounds. Luckily a sister from the Commandery Hospital found him,
took pity, and tended his wounds. He claimed to have a vision of the Virgin Mary
and St Wulstan following which his wounds began to heal. The Bishop of
Rochester visited the hospital and declared it a miracle.

In early days the law of the land was kept
by the Shire-Reeves (Sheriffs). They tried
any cases of bad people brought before
them in the Sheriffs House, which is now Nee 4
2 smaller buildings on the edge of the s
Cornmarket, one of which is the King =
Charles House. There is a bottle dungeon §
in the pub, which has a glass top on so
that you can see into it. People would be
lowered in there for a period until the sheriff decided that they had served their
time, and they would be pulled up.

Public executions were carried out at Redhill at the top of London Road, people
would be dragged up there from the Sheriff’s House. For minor infringements
there were stocks and a Pillory opposite the house. Other punishments were
carried out on a ducking stool by the River Severn.

A new Court was built on the site of the Guildhall. This had a birching table for
punishing children outside the back of the building until the neighbours
complained about the noise, so they moved it to the holding cell in the basement.

Worcester had a county gaol, which was on Salt Lane, now Castle Street. There
was also a city gaol on the corner of Union Street and Farrier Street, now the site
of the Lassett’s Almshouses.

Paul finished his talk with a quick rundown of various saints and sinners (in the
context of Worcester), including the following.

Saints:

Thomas Tomkins, a composer from the period of the Civil War, who tried to
dismantle the cathedral organ to protect it during the War.

William Laslett, pictured on the next page. With no immediate family and
spending little on personal needs, Laslett gave much of Continued on page 45
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A COMPLETE & COURTEOUS 24 hr SERVICE

HOME ARRANGEMENTS
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MONUMENTAL MASONS
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Continued from page 43 his money in private and public charity. He financed
4+ restoration or rebuilding of several churches and bought
Worcester's old gaol, which he converted into housing for
indigent married couples, Laslett’s Almshouses.

Sir Charles Hastings. He trained in Edinburgh, but the air
was not good for him, so he came back to Worcester. He

| worked at the Infirmary, where he studied the use of the
stethoscope and the health of the general people. He also
started to look at occupational health. People in certain

_ occupations were afflicted by specific diseases. For
example those working in the porcelain industry went mad before dying, due to
the lead used in the process. He formed the British Medical Association (BMA).

Woodbine Willie, pictured on the right. He gave all his
money away to the people of Worcester. He won the
Military Cross for rescuing people in the trenches. He
gave away bibles and Woodbine cigarettes to the soldiers
in the trenches.

Sinner: King Henry VIII. Worcester had great medical
facilities such as the priory and the Commandery but
when Henry closed the monasteries the city lost all its
medical support.

Over 70 people attended the talk, and they were thoroughly
entertained by Paul and well fed and watered by the ladies during the interval.

ey

Not sure if tey come for the talk or cakes sometimes, judging b the way there is
a dash to the cakes at the break.

Colin Nash
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Home

Instead.
fo Us, L@/Oﬁ%ﬁﬂdé

Your home care experts providing quality home care in
Worcester & Surrounding areas

4 home.... there/s-no place like it R
Being able to live at home can be one of the most
important comforts in any person's life and because
family and friends can't always be there, Home Instead
\ are here to help in your area. )

Our award winning services include:

e Companionship

e Light housekeeping

e Meal preparation

e Help with medication

e Shopping

e Personal care

e Specialist dementia and alzheimers care and much more...

If you would like an informal, no obligation chat to discuss
your needs OR if you feel like you have the right qualities to

become one of our Care Professionals please call:
01905 420404 and our experts will be at hand.
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www.worcestershire.gov.uk/libraries 01905 822722

ST JOHN'S LIBRARY
Normal opening times:
e Monday: 9am - 5pm e Thursday: 9am - 5pm
e Tuesday: 9am - 6pm e Friday: 9am - 5pm
e Wednesday: 9am - 5pm e Saturday: 9am - 4pm

December opening times:

Sunday 24th December - closed e Sunday 31st December - closed
Monday 25th December - closed e Monday 1st January - closed
Tuesday 26th December - closed e Tuesday 2nd January - normal
Wednesday 27th December to opening times

Saturday 30th December - normal
opening times

Weekly events at St John's Library

Check the information above for dates when the library is closed.

Bounce and Rhyme - Tuesdays, 11.00am-11.30am
Scrabble Club - Tuesdays, 2.00pm to 4.00pm

Chess Club - Tuesdays, 2.00pm to 4.00pm

Crochet and Chat - Wednesdays, 10.00am to 12.00pm
Storytime and Song - Fridays, 11:00am to 11:30am
Lego Club - Saturdays, 2.00pm to 3.00pm

Other December events at St John’s Library
Crime Readers Group Film Club - Monday 11th December, 11.00am to 1.00pm

Crime Readers Group - Monday 18th December, 11.00am to 1.00pm
Photography Group - Thursday 28th December, 11.00am to 12.00pm

%% worcestershire

e='countycouncil

Libraries
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@ Worcester

Funeral Service

01905 23499

Independent Family Funeral Directors

o Craig is available 24 hours a day.
« Please call for any assistance.

Golden Charter g
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SAIF
INDEPENDENT

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Kilbury Drive, Worcester, WR5 2NE

WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk
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From the magazine archive, December 1950
CHILDREN’S FANCY DRESS PARADE

SATURDAY, November 4th was Children’s Day in our
Fayre Fortnight, when a Fancy Dress Parade was held in
the hall of the Christopher Whitehead School. Despite the
counter attraction of Guy Fawkes there were nearly eighty
entries and many parents and other friends were also
present.

There was a wonderful array of costumes both
humorous and beautiful. There were crinoline ladies,
golliwogs skeletons, scare-crows and, of course, most of
the favourite nursery rhyme and fairy tale characters.
The judge was Miss Anne Scott, a singer from the Theatre
Royal, and she and her husband had a very hard task in
deciding who should be the prize-winners. After the
Parade the children were entertained to tea.

Our most grateful thanks are due to everyome who
helped in any way to make the afternoon a success, es-
pecially the parents of the children who must have worked
very hard to produce such delightful costumes. The
prize-winners were:

Group 1. Judith Mann (Fairy), John Nicholls (Boxer),
Judy Steadman (Chocolate Box).

Group II. Margaret Stone (Old Lady), Peter Richard-
son (African Warrior), Geoffrey Glover (Road Accident).

Group IlI. Janet Wilks (Gainsborough Lady), Noel
Snee()l (Old Mother Riley), Jeremy Richardson (Scare-
crow).

“Advertisement” Funcy Dress. Janet Tipping (Clarke's
Stranded Cottons). Richard Moule (Quality Street Tof-
fees). E. HArRwoOOD

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

May I express my sincere appreciation of the most beauti-
ful silver cigarette case which was presented to me during
an evening when a (smashing) supper was laid on for the
workers who had helped with the redecoration of our
Parish Hall some weeks back.

Though I did not wish for any kind of gift because
of my part in the said decoration. I am. nevertheless,
pleased and very proud of my silver cigarette case. which
by the way, is artistically inscribed with my name and
object of its presentation. Thank you one and all who
contributed to same.

I hope to be forgiven for this rather belated expression
of thanks, but I had intended it for last month’s News
Letter. However, with painting scenery, memorising myv
lines, and “nagging” Mr. Carver to learn his lines for the
Youth Club plays. it regrettably slipped my memory.

HepLEy CooMBs
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The Parish Magazine - SUBSCRIPTION FORM

Please tick one of the boxes below and fill in your details:

Pick up Pickup | (€5) I will pick up my magazine from the church whose box | have ticked
at at (subscribers’ magazines are put out at the back of church,
St John’s | |St Michael’s usually from the 4th Sunday of the preceding month).

(£5) I live in St John’s but need my magazine to be delivered.

(£23.15) | live outside St John’s and need my magazine to be posted. Postage and Packing costs
£18.15 (Large Letter, 2nd class postage, £1.55 from October 2023, up by 40p!)

Your details:

Title: Address (including post code):
Forename:
Surname:
Email
address:
Total
Magazine subscription (as above) £5/£23.15

Additional Donation (if applicable)

GRAND TOTAL

Send your payment in an envelope, or as a cheque made payable to St. Johns Parish Church, with
this completed form to The Parish Office, 1A Bromyard Road, Worcester WR2 5BS. Or, to pay by
bank transfer, please email parishmagazine@wcw.church to give your name and address details,
and you will be given a reference number. Then make a bank transfer to the following account:
Account number: 64670460 Sort code: 30-99-90

Account name: St Johns Parish Church

Please put in the reference number you have been given, as the reference for the recipient.

ﬂ{'ﬁ’ and &

Please tick:

Please make your money worth 25% more!

T | want St. John-in-Bedwardine Parish Church to treat the enclosed donation as shown in the Grand Total
box above, as a Gift Aid donation.
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax at least equal to the tax that the charity

reclaims on your donations in the appropriate tax year (currently 25p for each £1 you give).

1. Ifin the future your circumstances change and you no longer pay tax on your income or capital gains equal to the tax that the charity
reclaims, you can cancel your declaration.

2. If you pay tax at the higher rate you can claim further tax relief in your Self Assessment tax return.

3. Ifyou are unsure whether your donations gualify for Gift Aid tax relief, ask the charity.

4. Please notify the charity if you change your name or address.
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Puzzle solutions
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“Of all the cheek!

Rides up on his
sleigh in his flashy
red suit, pushes to

the front of the
queue to the stable
shouting ‘Ho! Ho!

Ho?...

Who DOES he think
he 1s?!”
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Sunday Services in the Worcester City West Team — December

St. John’s

St. Clement’s

St. David’s

St Michael’s

39 December

10.30am Eucharist
5.30pm Advent carol service

9.30am Morning Prayer

4pm Eucharist

10.30am Euchairist

10th December

10.30am Morning Worship

9.30am Eucharist

4pm Evening Prayer

10.30am Eucharist

17th December

10.30am Eucharist
2pm Carols in the churchyard
6pm Candlelit carol service

9.30am Morning Prayer

4pm Eucharist

10.30am Euchairist

24th December

10.30am Eucharist
3pm Crib service

5pm Christingle
11.30pm Midnight Mass

9.30am Eucharist
4pm Crib Service

9.30pm First Eucharist
of Christmas

10.30am Carol service

31st December

10am Team Eucharist (St John'’s)

7th January 2024

10.30am Eucharist
5.30pm Evensong

9.30am Morning Prayer

4pm Eucharist

10.30am Eucharist

The information above is correct at the time of going to press but please watch the weekly church newsletters and website for the latest information.




