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PASTORAL LETTER FROM BISHOP JOHN 

The Church is not an end in itself. The Church is God’s gift to the world which is 

called to be an effective sign of God’s Kingdom. God’s mission is to reconcile the 

whole creation to himself in Jesus and inaugurate the reign of God. Jesus’s first words 

in his ministry were ‘Repent and believe the good news: the Kingdom of God is at 

hand’. As Christians, we are called to be those who both hear and proclaim that 

message, becoming agents of the transformation of the world according to God’s 

loving purposes in Christ. The mission and ministry of the Church should be seen in 

the light of this relationship between the Church and the Kingdom. 

What does the Kingdom look like? In it Kingdom values prevail – values of love, 

compassion, justice and freedom. Our churches should be places where the Kingdom 

is our core conversation, where these Kingdom values are evident. Churches should be 

known for their dedication to embodying these values in our communities. 

+ John 

 

The Kingdom People vision has been adopted by the Diocese of Worcester through the 

Bishop’s Council and Diocesan Synod following very wide consultation in the 

Dioceses arranged through a ‘2020 Vision group’ established by Bishop John. Its task 

was to discern God’s will for His mission in the Diocese as we move towards 2020 

and beyond. The vision is for a church which enables its people to be: 

• Deeply rooted in prayer and study of the scriptures 

• Renewed and transformed by regular worship 

• Equipped to witness to the gospel of love, compassion, justice and freedom 

• Dedicated to helping children, young people and young adults to belong and be 

nurtured in faith 

• Devoted to growing deeply in discipleship, offering our time and talents and 

money to God 

• Resourced and released to minister to others 

• Ready to engage with and serve our community 

• Committed to making our buildings fit for purpose as a spiritual and community 

resource. 

See pages 20 and 21 for more on each of these eight aspects of the Kingdom People 

Vision. 
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A WORD FROM THE EDITORS 

Welcome to our October issue. For our theme this month we’ve selected the Earth and 

the Harvest. The earth is big, but it’s also very small, as witness the photograph below.  

Harvest is about gathering in and we hope that Bishop John’s message about Kingdom 

People, and the Kingdom People centre spread will help us all gather ourselves and 

move forward with God through this vision. 

Our historical Christian figure is St Isidore, the Patron Saint of farmers, who shows 

how it is possible to balance spiritual life and earthly commitments. Something many 

of us struggle with! 

In the harvest season we pray that you will all find inspiration from the beauty of the 

earth and the knowledge of God’s goodness in giving us the marvellous Pale Blue Dot. 

Graham and Sue Evans 

PALE BLUE DOT 

Below is an image of earth taken from Voyager 1 when it was four billion miles from 

earth (beyond the orbit of Uranus). The light streak behind the earth is scattered light 

from the sun because (from Voyager’s viewpoint) the earth was very close to the sun. 

 

The late astronomer Carl Sagan eloquently tried to express how he felt about this 

photo in his book Pale Blue Dot: 

Look again at that dot. That's here. That's home. That's us. On it everyone you 

love, everyone you know, everyone you ever heard of, every human being who 

ever was, lived out their lives. The aggregate of our joy and suffering, thousands 

of confident religions, ideologies, and economic doctrines, every hunter and 

forager, every hero and coward, every creator and destroyer of civilization, every 

king and peasant, every young couple in love, every mother and father, hopeful 

child, inventor and explorer, every teacher of morals, every corrupt politician, 

every ‘superstar’, every ‘supreme leader’, every saint and sinner in the history of 

our species lived there — on a mote of dust suspended in a sunbeam.  
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DATES FOR OCTOBER 2013  

Unless otherwise stated, the venue for all the events below is 

St John’s Church, or one of the church rooms.  
See 

page 

Sunday 6th October: Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity  

  See the back cover for Sunday services on this day  

Thursday 10th October: Paulinus, bishop, missionary 644  

2.00 p.m. Thursday at Two (Blakefield Room) 6 

Saturday 12th October: Wilfrid, bishop, missionary, 709.   

7.30 p.m. Philomusica Chorus & Soloists. 13 

Sunday 13th October: Twentieth Sunday after Trinity – Harvest Festival  

  See the back cover for Sunday services on this day  

Wednesday 16th October: Nicholas Ridley, Hugh Latimer, bishops, martyrs  

7.00 p.m. Licensing of Rev’d Phillip Bradford to serve in the West 

Worcester Group of churches. 
 

Saturday 19th October: Henry Martyn, translator, missionary, 1812.   

6.00 p.m. Family Beetle Drive, including light supper 9 

Sunday 20th October: Twenty-First Sunday after Trinity  

  See the back cover for Sunday services on this day  

Wednesday 23rd October  

7.00 p.m. Craft Evening “Countdown to Christmas” 9 

Sunday 27th October: Last Sunday after Trinity  

  See the back cover for Sunday services on this day  

SERVICES TO NOTE 

The County Harvest Service, organised by the 

Worcester Diocesan Chaplaincy for 

Agriculture and Rural Life will be held at the 

Cathedral on Sunday 6th October at 6.30pm. 

The preacher is the Archdeacon of Worcester, 

the Venerable Roger Morris. 
 

The will be a collection in aid of the farming charity, R.A.B.I (Charity Commission 

Registration Number 208858). Light refreshments will be available after the service. 

Rev’d Phillip Bradford will be licensed to serve in the West Worcester Group of 

churches at St John’s Church at 7.00pm on Wednesday 16th October. Please note that 

this is a change of time from the previously advised time of 7.30pm. 

This year’s Deanery Confirmation Service will be held at St John’s at 5pm on Sunday 

10th November. Bishop John will officiate. Please note that this is a change of date 

from the previous provisional date of 17th November.  
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IN MEMORIAM 

Ann Clarke 

Percival C. Pearson 

George E. Griffiths 

John B. Smith 

Jack Render MBE 

Albert J. Cake 

Florence A.C. Bosworth 

Gertrude Soley 

Neil Kenneth Pritchett 

Marjorie Fisher 

Juliana Maud Godwin 

Michael John Stuart Exon 

Barbara Good 

October 23rd 1967 

October 6th 1970 

October 28th 1976 

October 1st 1990 

October 2nd 1991 

October 8th 1993 

October 30th 1999 

October 29th 2000 

October 13th 2003 

October 29th 2003 

October 12th 2010 

October 24th 2011 

October 25th 2012 

The above information is taken from the Memorial Book which is placed upon the Lady 

Chapel altar. Please do look at this beautiful and moving book. 

THURSDAY AT TWO 

 

Are you bereaved or lonely? Come along 

and join us for a cuppa, cake and a chat. 

We meet on the second Thursday every 

month, from 2pm in the Blakefield 

Room, St John’s Church. Our next 

meeting is on Thursday 10th October. 

Just come along; but if you want to speak 

with someone first then ring  

Catherine (749025) or Sylvia (422654). 

Catherine Templeton, Sylvia Render 

AUTHORISATION SERVICE FOR 

Authorised Lay Ministers 

 

On Sunday 15th September four members of our 

congregation reached the end of their courses and 

were authorised for specific areas of lay ministry 

by the Bishop of Worcester at a service in the 

Cathedral. They are Philip Evans (on the right - 

Worship Leader), Emma Pound (Worship 

Leader), Sylvia Render (in the centre - Worship 

Leader) and Catherine Templeton (on the left -  
Pastoral Care). Sadly Emma was not well so she was not able to be at the service.  
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FROM THE REGISTERS 

Baptisms, weddings and funerals which took place in August. 

BAPTISMS:  We welcome you into the Lord’s family  

 Cameron Christopher Charles Harris 

 Arthur William Hobbiss 

 Dainton Peter Terrance Trimm 

 Queenie Lilee-Marie Gorman 

 Ava Rose Beatrice Davidson 

 Yvaine Elizabeth Florence Davidson 

WEDDINGS: Those whom God has joined together 

3rd August  Chris Jenkinson and Laura Moverley    

 Peter Davidson and Kalia Crawford 

 Donald Harvey and Tina Connor 

10th August Daniel Baddeley and Nicola Sysum 

 Kevin Lawrance and Katherine Lamberton 

24th August Christopher Curran & Natalie Marichal 

FUNERALS: Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 

d. 4th August Alfred Payne 

d. 11th August   Walter James 

FROM THE REGISTER OF SERVICES FOR AUGUST 2013 (4 Sundays): 

Communicants 290. Total attendance at all services 806.  

 

JUNIOR CHURCH 

 

Every Sunday during the 10.30 service 

there is Junior Church. The children 

learn about bible stories, talk about 

how they can help others and many 

other topics. We create pictures and 
crafts to support what we learn. Recently we had one of our sessions looking at 

parts of the church and looked at the outside of the building. The children had 

a picnic and created their own stained glass windows. 

Do come along and join us. If you feel you would like to come as a helper please 

come along and see what we do.  
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NOTES FROM THE CHOIR 

 

There are many well-known hymns that yet only have an 

outing once a year. The wonderful hymns we sing at 

Harvest are some such. ‘Come ye thankful people come’ is 

a good example. The tune was written by George Elvey in 

1858 and is set in the uplifting key of F major. It is exceptionally well composed, lying 

well with most people’s vocal range and there are rich harmonies for the lower voices 

in the choir to get their teeth into. For us upper voices in the choir and for the 

congregation, the tune contains enough repetition to make it easy to pick up and yet 

has sufficient variety to make it interesting to sing. It just begs to be sung out with real 

resonance and energy.  

It is the words though that, when joined with the rousing music, make such an impact 

at this time of year. Written by Henry Alford there are many images of the countryside 

and the gathering in of the crops. At first glance the words, written in 1844 may seem 

old fashioned. For many people these days, their landscape is the town not the country. 

Even those who enjoy a more rural existence are used to modern farming methods and 

certainly a ‘garner’ is not a word with much currency today!  The images though of 

God providing for us on earth and then drawing us to him in His heavenly home as we 

become the harvest are abiding ones and remind us of how we are generously given 

both ordinary bread and bread of heaven. So, even though we may only sing this hymn 

once a year, it contributes enormously to ensuring that Harvest is a very special time of 

celebration. 

Luise Horrocks 

FRIENDS OF ST JOHN-IN-BEDWARDINE CHURCH 

 

We all talk about the Village in the City 

and the Church is at the heart of this 

village. St. John’s Church is a Grade 2* 

listed Norman building. This means that 

there is always something that needs to be 

done to keep the building in good condition. 

We have learnt from experience that we 

need to constantly spend money on the 

building to avoid enormous repair bills. 

We have formed a ‘Friends of St John in Bedwardine Church’ group, whose sole 

purpose is to help fund the upkeep of the building. If you are interested in 

joining us please telephone the Parish Office (01905 420490). 

In return for becoming a Friend of St John in Bedwardine you will be invited to 

a function that will be free for a Friend and sent a yearly update.  
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Fun and Fund Raising 

at St John’s 
 

Saturday 28 September Quiz Night 7.00pm £3.50 per person. 

Saturday 12 October Philomusica Concert 7.30pm (see main advert 

on page 13 for more details) 

Saturday 19 October Family Beetle Drive 6.00pm.  

Including a light supper. £4.00 each.  

Tel 424811 to book. 

Wednesday 23 October Craft Evening 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Countdown to Christmas £5.00 including all 

materials. 

Saturday 9 November Bridge Day 11.00 -3.00 

£10.00 including lunch. Tel 749025 to book. 

Wednesday 20 November Craft Evening 7.00pm – 9.00pm 

Make your own Crackers £5.00 including all 

materials. 

Saturday 23 November CHRISTMAS FAYRE 11.00am – 3.00pm 

Stalls available for hire. Come and see Santa. 

Check the Church noticeboards for more details about our events. Further 

details from Worcester 423257, 749025 & 424811 

Can you help? 

Do you have a craft that you would like to share with our craft group? 

We make something in each session to get a taste of that particular craft. 

We are looking for ideas for each session next year. If you would like to 

come and share your craft with us please telephone 424811. 

FUNDING FOR NEW CHURCH SOUND SYSTEM 

For many months now, on an intermittent basis, the sound quality during services and 

at other times has been very poor detracting from our worship. After consultation the 

PCC made the replacement of the system its top priority for this year. Your help would 

be greatly appreciated if you feel able to donate towards the amount of £10,000 to 

£11,000 that we need to raise for this. If you are able to help please contact me.  

John English, PCC Treasurer  
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PCC MEETING 13th August 2013 

Sue Bale (Lay Vice Chair) opened with a prayer. 10 members were present. 

Under Matters Arising from the Minutes, the Vicar reported that Liz Edwards has 

been appointed as our new Parish Administrator. She will start at the beginning of 

September and have one week’s overlap with Judy Prangnell. Graham Evans reported 

that we are now a registered charity, number 1152583. We must state that we are 

registered on any printed or written request for money. 

Under Worship, Mission and new services, The Vicar said he felt that the new 

principal service time had worked out quite well. He would like to hold off launching 

‘Worship for All’ at St John’s until January so that Phil Bradford could be involved in 

creating it. We want to get the “All” bit right and if we do we will not need a 

communion service in the evening, so there should be no need to change the Sunday 

evening service time or format. 

The PCC received a report “Reviewing Welcome” which looked at our Church in the 

eyes of some people who had recently joined us. This contained a number of detailed 

recommendations. The PCC accepted the report in principle and referred the detailed 

consideration of the actions to the Standing Committee. The Vicar thanked Philip 

Evans for all his work in compiling this report. 

Under Children and Schools, the Vicar reported that the children’s corner had been 

renewed and redecorated by Amy and Chris Rees and recorded his thanks to them. He 

reported that the Friday church toddler group is now being run by Zoe Adams, who is 

keen to link in to our other children’s activities. 

The Vicar said that he felt that we should have an away day for all members of the 

congregation to re-assess our priorities; perhaps in early March. There was general 

assent to this. 

Under West Side collaboration, there was a general discussion about the priorities in 

deploying Phil Bradford, the new Assistant Vicar, when he arrives in October. 

Building up our work with children and the toddler group was mentioned. 

The PCC restated its agreement that ALMs from other parishes may lead worship in St 

John’s parish, and agreed, subject to certain provisos, a request for loan of our 

‘Children’s Altar’ by St Clements CofE School to use the altar in school. It was 

reported that our application to the Diocese for a Transitional Grant (supporting the 

Worship for All services, and the Team Office) has been approved. 

Under Finance and Operations, written reports had been received from a number of 

PCC committees. Highlights from the written and verbal reports included: 
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• The Treasurer distributed an August financial update and answered questions. 

His summary of the position was that it looks okay as income is down on 

budget, but costs are down more. 

• The Fund Raising Committee reported on their on-going and future events and 

development of the Friends of St John’s. 

• In response to the Accommodation Committee report: The PCC agreed to make 

an appeal to the congregation for funds for the new Sound System, and then 

approach the Feoffees for a grant and/or loan; it was agreed to try a contract 

cleaning company instead of replacing the church cleaner; it was agreed to apply 

for a faculty to remove the trip fence in the churchyard.  

• Under Correspondence, the Secretary outlined recent correspondence which had 

originated from the Archbishop of Canterbury about the need to check toilets 

before the building was vacated. This followed an incident in London where 

someone died from hypothermia after being trapped in a disabled toilet over a 

weekend. Our policy is already that toilet doors should be left open. 

The meeting closed at 10.20 p.m. with all saying ‘The Grace’. 

Graham Evans, PCC Secretary 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES WORKER 

At our previous PCC meeting the PCC accepted the Vicar’s recommendation that 

seeking to establish a Children and Families Worker should no longer be the mainstay 

of our Children and Schools policy as we had not quite managed to get enough 

funding to get this off the ground. He asked us to print a little more background about 

the work which had gone on and to acknowledge the work of the mini-committee 

involved in this: 

‘A small committee had been exploring the possibility of a Children and Families 

Worker. Around 60% of the necessary funding had been obtained, but not quite 

enough to guarantee going ahead. However, the process of identifying the need for a 

worker has established many contacts and relationships which are proving very 

fruitful, and we now have links with the YMCA, Tudor Way Children’s centre, the 

Green Centre, and the university, all of which are bearing fruit. I feel this had been a 

worthwhile exercise, and I am grateful to all involved.’ 

OUR THANKS TO JUDY PRANGNELL 

Judy has now finished in her role as Parish Administrator and handed over to Liz 

Edwards. Our thanks go to Judy for all her hard work over the last two years: she has 

worked with dedication and good humour to establish and develop the role of Parish 

Administrator. She will be sorely missed as an invaluable member of our admin team, 

and we owe her a tremendous debt of gratitude. 

Chris Stuart  
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2014 PROMISES AUCTION 

In late Spring 2014, the fund raising team is planning to hold a Promises Auction. This 

will be an exciting event that can raise a substantial amount of money for the chosen 

charities, which, on this occasion, will be St Richard’s Hospice and St John’s Church. 

The idea is that individuals, companies and local celebrities promise to do or provide 

something and that promise is then auctioned to the highest bidder. We hope to be able 

to offer dozens of promises for auction: for instance meals out, golf outings, 

housework, ironing, baby-sitting, private tutoring, music lessons, gardening, 

chauffeuring for a special event, baking a cake for someone – the possibilities are 

endless! 

For the event to be successful we need YOUR help! Can you promise to do 

something? Or maybe you know a local celebrity or have a contact at a local business 

that could offer to do something that can be sold? And of course we will need you to 

come on the day and bring along as many people as you can, to buy in the promises! 

So, please put on your ‘thinking caps’ and let’s see how many different ideas and 

promises we can come up with.  

Please feel free to chat with one of us about your ideas and email or write to me with 

your promise. 

Catherine, Jane and Sue. Contact us on 01905 749025 or at cathtemp@btinternet.com 

LIZ EDWARDS – ABOUT ME 

 

I am 44 years old and live in Callow End with my husband 

Mark and our 3 children who are aged 7, 8 and 9. I also 

have a 21 year old stepdaughter who is at Wolverhampton 

University.  I am a keen Long Distance Walker, enjoy 

visiting St John’s Sports Centre, body boarding at Croyde 

Bay, reading and spending time with my family. 

I have worked as an Administrator for Revd David 

Sherwin at Martley for 5 years and Revd John Sumner at 

Clifton for nearly 3 years. I am also the Secretary to the 

Chaplaincy for Agriculture and Rural Life (CARL)  
Committee, a position I have also held for 5 years. 

I am very much looking forward to working as Administrator for St John in 

Bedwardine and facing the challenges that a more suburban church will bring.  

I am hoping to be in the Parish Office most Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

Please feel free to pop in and have a chat and introduce yourself, as I am looking 

forward to getting to know everybody.  
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Philomusica Chorus & Soloists, conductor Linda Parsons,  

Performing works by French composers including Gounod, Faure and Durufle 

French Connection II 

at St John’s in Bedwardine on 

Saturday 12th October 2013 at 7.30pm 

Admission £8. Accompanied children under 16: free 

Tickets from 01905 820140, tickets@philomusica.org.uk or on the door 

WOMEN BISHOPS? 

 

In our last issue, we reported that 

General Synod has this summer 

reaffirmed its commitment to 

women bishops. Auriol Pakington 

shows what she thinks about the 

matter! 

 
 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

A small band of volunteers met in September for the first “Grounds Maintenance” 

morning. We started at 10am, had a break at 11am and finished at noon. We hacked at 

the car-park hedge and trimmed the shrubs outside the Parish Office. We will meet 

next on Saturday 2nd November to trim the hedges and overhanging branches in the 

car-park. If you’d be willing to help either with tidying or making drinks or taking 

bags to the tip, please let me know 

Philip Evans  

mailto:tickets@philomusica.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS BEGINS WITH CHRIST 

 

Following survey findings which reveal knowledge of 

the Christmas story is fading, leading denominations 

are to unite this autumn to reverse the trend and focus 

on ‘saving Christmas'.  

The Christmas Starts with Christ Campaign will run from 1st December to Christmas 

day. Resources available include a new free-to-use logo, specially produced Christmas 

cards, a chocolate advent calendar with a copy of the Christmas story in the box and a 

national advertising campaign using posters and radio ads. 

A turning point 

It might be difficult to believe, but knowledge of the Christmas Story is fading. Just 12 

per cent of adults know the nativity story; and 36 per cent of children do not know 

whose birthday is being celebrated during the festival. Christmas is being lost to 

secularism and the trend is for this to get worse. 

Some 51 per cent of people now say that the birth of Jesus is irrelevant to their 

Christmas. This is a tipping point. Christmas is becoming simply ... 'mas'; a consumer-

fuelled and family-filled happy holiday which is meaningless - albeit enjoyable.  

A movement made up of some of the nation's leading Christian groups, including the 

Church of England, the Evangelical Alliance, and the Children's Society, is coming 

together because they recognise something must be done. 

Leading the campaign is ChurchAds.net - the group behind the annual Christmas 

advertising poster campaigns. This year, recognising the urgency and importance of 

bringing the Church together to save Christmas, the group has taken a new direction. 

Part of this will be the first ever nationwide Christmas Starts Sunday on 1 December 

which kicks off the campaign and starts Advent. 

Francis Goodwin, of ChurchAds.net, said: "Christmas is such an important part of the 

Church calendar and it is a time when Christians shine light in their communities. But 

the good news is being lost. We can't sit back and let that happen. We cannot let the 

nation lose the real meaning of Christmas; and we are passionate about bringing the 

Church together for this cause to remind everyone that Christmas Starts with Christ."  

Church leaders are among those who have put their support into the campaign. Arun 

Arora, director of communications at the Church of England, said: "‘At Christmas 

time thousands of churches around the country do a huge amount to carry the 

Christmas story into their local communities, through word and deed. The vision for 

the Christmas Starts with Christ campaign is to use a common logo to join the dots of 

these activities and project a powerful message to our entire nation that the reason for 

the season is the birth of Jesus. 
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"The logo is available for use free of charge, and the more churches that use it the 

greater the chance that we can cause the 51 per cent of people who say ‘the birth of 

Jesus is irrelevant to my Christmas' to think again!" 

If you would like to find out more about the campaign or help save Christmas, visit 

http://www.christmasstartswithchrist.com 

 

 

KINGDOM PEOPLE DEVELOPMENT OFFICER 

The Rev’d Chris Worsley has been appointed as the 

Kingdom People Development Officer for the Diocese of 

Worcester. The main purpose of this new part-time, two-year 

post will be to establish and train a support network for 

parishes across Worcestershire and Dudley as they seek to 

implement the Kingdom People vision for our churches 

which has been outlined by Bishop John. 

Chris has moved to Worcestershire from the Diocese of Ely 

with her husband, the Rev’d Richard Worsley, who is Rector 

of Elmley Castle, Bricklehampton and the Combertons. 

In Ely, Chris was Ministry Officer with particular responsibility for the development 

of Lay Ministers. She has also worked in parish ministry and been a hospice chaplain 

and was made a Canon of Ely Cathedral. 

She said: "Much of my previous role was about working alongside parishes and I 

really enjoy working with churches to develop a vision of how they can best serve God 

in their communities.'' Chris hopes to build on this earlier experience as Kingdom 

People Development Officer in training facilitators to accompany parishes on their 

journey to become more focused on God's Kingdom. She will also be working directly 

with parishes as a ‘critical friend'. 

Bishop John said: "This appointment is a crucial one in enabling our 'Kingdom people' 

vision to become a reality. Chris will help the people of our churches become beacons 

of God's 'Kingdom values' of love, compassion, freedom and justice in their 

communities. These are the values of God's kingdom and it is our happy task to do all 

we can to make them prevail. Chris's great gifts and very relevant experience make her 

the perfect person for this role." 

Chris was licensed to her new role at a service for Authorised Lay Ministers in 

Worcester Cathedral on Sunday 15 September. She is looking forward to visiting 

churches and deaneries and would appreciate invitations to talk at PCC meetings and 

Deanery Synods about her new role. Training for facilitators will begin towards the 

end of the year.  

http://www.christmasstartswithchrist.com/
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TEEN MEETS GOD – SAM’S STORY 

Last month we met Luke, one of the co-founders of 

the website www.forchristianteens.com. This month 

we meet Sam, 16, the other co-founder: 

I was raised in a Christian family, so I decided to 

follow Jesus at an early age. In my younger years of 

high school though, peer pressure really hit me. I 

was forever in trouble, and I drifted away from God. 

As I got older, with encouragement from leaders and 

friends around me and the aid of a couple of 

Christian camps, my faith was challenged and it was 

then that I started to see that God was someone who 

I could relate to and who was with me in all I did. 

I started to change my behaviour, stopped hanging 

round with the wrong people and focused on what 

God wanted for me. This resulted in me leaving 

people behind, and then being bullied. I withdrew 

 

www.forchristianteens.com 

 

and prayed to God that things would improve… and they did! I felt it was right to be 

baptised at 13, and began to find out more about Jesus, as I decided to own my faith 

fully for myself. Jesus continues to blow me away more and more as I learn about him. 

In October 2012 my youth leader Emily died at 22, which was a massive blow. 

However, it also made me realise that I had to make the most of my time and my gifts. 

After that I was praying to God for direction, and I believe he gave me the idea of 

creating a website for Christian teenagers, to support them, and show them they’re not 

alone. I don’t believe anything like this has been around before. The website is really 

taking off, and it’s amazing to see young Christians being influenced and encouraged 

and more importantly growing with God. It’s an exciting journey, but one that has only 

just started. I have no idea where I will even be in a few months, but I do know I have 

to tune into God, and keep listening to where he wants me to go. 

Sam made a decision to follow Jesus. He prayed, asking God to forgive him for the 

things he does wrong, and then he promised to live God’s way. To find out more about 

the Christian faith, visit http://www.lookingforgod.com 

Courtesy of Parish Pump 

ST JOHNS TODDLER GROUP 

We meet every Friday in the Blakefield Room at the back of the Church, (Bromyard 

Road side) from 10am to 12.00 mid-day.  Please come along and see us. 

Zoe Adams (07921829892)  
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ST JOHN’S PARISH MAGAZINE 

We publish a Parish Magazine each month, except August. The magazine contains 

items about Parish news, events and other articles. 

We have an extensive archive of our historical Parish Magazines stretching back to the 

1870s. If you’d like to obtain a particular copy or view a copy from the archive, please 

email edofficer@stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 

The magazine costs 40p to purchase and can be obtained from the back of church. 

Subscriptions are available at the discounted price of £4 per year. We encourage you 

to subscribe as this means that we know more closely in advance how many 

copies to print and this makes things easier for our printing team. 
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FROM THE PARISH MAGAZINE ARCHIVES 

November 1950 
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ST ISIDORE 

St. Isidore is the patron saint of farmers and brick layers. He 

was a Spanish day labourer known for his piety toward the 

poor and animals.  

Isidore was born to poor but very devout parents in Madrid, in 

about the year 1070. Isidore spent his life as a hired hand in the 

service of awealthy landowner on a farm in the city's vicinity. 

He shared what he had, even his meals, with the poor. Isidore 

died on 15 May 1130, at his birthplace close to Madrid. 

Every morning before going to work, Isidore was accustomed to hearing Mass at one 

of the churches in Madrid. One day, his fellow labourers complained to their master 

that Isidore was always late for work in the morning. Upon investigation, so runs the 

legend, the master found Isidore at prayer whilst an angel was doing the ploughing for 

him. 

On another occasion, his master saw an angel ploughing on either side of him, so that 

Isidore's work was equal to that of three of his fellow labourers. Isidore is also said to 

have brought back to life his master's deceased daughter, and to have caused a fountain 

of fresh water to burst from the dry earth to quench his master's thirst. 

One snowy day, when going to the mill with corn to be ground, he passed a flock of 

wood-pigeons scratching vainly for food on the hard surface of the frosty ground. 

Taking pity on the poor animals, he poured half of his sack of precious corn upon the 

ground for the birds, despite the mocking of witnesses. When he reached the mill, 

however, the bag was full, and the corn, when it was ground, produced double the 

expected amount of flour. 

Isidore's wife, Maria, always kept a pot of stew on the fireplace in their humble home 

as Isidore would often bring home anyone who was hungry. One day he brought home 

more hungry people than usual. After she served many of them, Maria told him that 

there simply was no more stew in the pot. He insisted that she check the pot again, and 

she was able to spoon out enough stew to feed them all. 

King Philip III of Spain was cured of a deadly disease after touching the relics of the 

saint, and replaced the old reliquary with a costly silver one. 

The story of St. Isidore is a reminder of the dignity of work, and that ordinary life can 

lead to holiness. Legends about angel helpers and mysterious oxen indicate that his 

work was not neglected and his duties did not go unfulfilled. St. Isidore's life 

demonstrates that: If you have your spiritual self in order, your earthly commitments 

will fall into order also. 

Graham Evans, based upon material from Wikipedia 
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BROCKHAMPTON ESTATE 

 

Brockhampton Estate is an ancient and unspoilt 

estate offering 1,700 acres of traditional 

orchards and hedgerows, working farmland, 

woodland and a romantic 19th century designed 

parkland. There are miles of walks with breath-

taking views across the surrounding countryside 

to the Malvern and Clee Hills.  

Sitting at the heart of the estate is the picturesque medieval manor house at Lower 

Brockhampton. Dating back to the late 14th century, the house is surrounded by a 

moat and is entered via a charming Tudor timber-framed gatehouse. The oldest 

surviving building on the estate is the Norman chapel which dates back to around 

1180.  

In the 1500s, the house was acquired by the Barneby family and stayed with them for 

the next 400 years. When the last male Barneby died in 1726, the estate went to his 

nephew, Bartholomew Richard Lutley, who later changed his name to Barneby around 

1756. Bartholomew built a new house on top of the valley as was the fashion and then 

let the manor house to successive farming families who worked on the estate until the 

Trust acquired the house and estate in 1946. 

Inside the house there are original paintings, antique furniture, and brassware displays 

from various periods of history. A room has been dedicated to the last owner of the 

property, Colonel Lutley, whose personal effects give the impression he has just left 

the room for a few minutes, including an assortment of bills, letters and old maps of 

the property. 

The manor house is also a protected bat roost and home to three species of bat 

including the Pipistrelle, Brown Long-eared and the rare Lesser Horseshoe Bat. The 

estate also attracts lots of other varieties of wildlife including swallows that nest in the 

gatehouse and courtyard, butterflies and rare beetles and fungi. 

Brockhampton Estate is open daily until 3 November and relies on a team of 

passionate and energetic volunteers to bring these stories to life for visitors. Volunteers 

work in a variety of roles including welcoming visitors to the estate; leading exciting 

tours; assisting with events; carrying out conservation work in the countryside and 

serving visitors in the shop and second-hand bookshop.  

To find out more about volunteering at Brockhampton Estate just drop-in or get in 

touch. For further details please call 01885 482077 or email 

brockhampton@nationaltrust.org.uk. 
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ROOM HIRING AT THE CHURCH 

The church has two meeting rooms and a large space in the church available for hire. 

All rooms have access to the church car park. 

Blakefield Room 

Suitable for up to 30 people: Fully fitted kitchen, including 

dishwasher; toilets, including one disabled toilet and a 

baby-changing facility; Tables and/or chairs. 

Burroughs' Room 
Suitable for up to 12 people. Drink making facilities and 

toilet.  

The North Aisle 

Suitable for 120 people seated theatre style or up to 48-64 

seated around tables. Tables and/or chairs are provided. It is 

a large open area with plenty of electric sockets. It has been 

used to host exhibitions, meals and conferences. 

All access to the church is level and therefore suitable for wheelchairs. A toilet for the 

disabled is available. 

For more information, please email hiring@stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 

OCTOBER PUZZLE 

 

The solution is on page 36 

  

mailto:hiring@stjohninbedwardine.co.uk


24 
 



Please mention the magazine when responding to advertisers 
25 

THE MAGAZINE 

Articles on all aspects of Christian and parish life, letters, jokes, cartoons, puzzles and 

anecdotes from anyone are welcome for inclusion in the Magazine. Do contribute if 

you can. If you have a story to tell, please make contact; the more we learn about one 

another the better our understanding will be. What you think is important, but please 

add your name as anonymous contributions will not be considered.  

Opinions expressed in this magazine are personal opinions of the authors concerned 

and may not represent the views of the editors, our PCC or The Church of England. 

Such material is offered as a source of debate or reflection. 

Copy should reach us by Sunday, 13th October for the October edition. If you can, 

please use e-mail: magazine@stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 

If you wish to advertise in the Magazine please contact Sue Hussell on 01684 893397 

in the first instance.  

Sue & Graham Evans, Joint Editors  
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TRUCARE 

Home Care Agency 

in Worcester, Droitwich,  Malvern 
& surrounding areas 

Offering help, and caring for you in your home with a 

friendly and respectful approach. 

Services offered include 

• Shopping / pension collection 

• Cleaning 

• Meal preparation & serving 

• Administering / prompting medication 

• Personal care – washing & dressing 

• Sitting service whilst main carer has a break 

• Light gardening, lawn mowing, handyman 
 

We offer visits from as short as 15 minutes or up to 24 hour 
care. For an informal, no obligation chat to discuss your needs 
call - 

Karen on 01905 769929 

Male and female carers (C.R.B. checked) 

Registered and regulated by The Commission for Social 
Care Inspection 

And registered with the Local Authority 
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PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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ST JOHN’S CLERGY 

Vicar Rev’d Dr Christopher Stuart 01905 429773 

 e-mail: chris.stuart@orangehome.co.uk 

OTHER WEST WORCESTER GROUP CLERGY 

Rural Dean Rev’d David Sherwin 01886 888664 

 e-mail: Davidwin56@aol.com 

Minister, St Clement’s with St David’s Rev’d Dr Christopher Stuart 

Vicar of St Michael, Dines Green with 

Crown East & Rushwick 

Rev’d Robin Charles 01905 749995 

e-mail: fr.robin@talktalk.net 

SUNDAY SERVICES  

This is the usual pattern. Please see the back cover for the actual services in October. 

8.00 a.m. Every week Holy Communion (BCP)  

10.30 a.m. Every week 
Parish Communion with 

Children’s Church 

5.00 p.m. 1st & 3rd Sundays in Month Evensong (BCP) 

 Last Sunday in Month Healing Service 

 Other Sundays Evening Prayer (said) 

WEEKDAY SERVICES  

5.00 p.m. Usually each day except Saturday Evening Prayer 

10.00 a.m. Thursday (at St Clement’s) Holy Communion 

PARISH OFFICE  

From the church car park, walk up the Bromyard 

Road side of the church to the green door. 

Answerphone outside office hours 

1a Bromyard Road 

St John’s, WR2 5BS 

01905 420490 

e-mail: office@stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 

Open for general enquiries and messages Thursday 10am to 12.30pm. 

Friday 10am to 11.30am. 

Open specifically for booking baptisms and weddings Thursday* 6.45pm until  

                  7.30pm.  

*Changed from Saturday to Thursday with effect from 1st September 2013. 
 

 

Parish Website: www.stjohninbedwardine.co.uk 

The church of St John-in-Bedwardine is a registered 

charity, number 1152583. 
  

 

http://www.stjohninbedwardine.co.uk/


 
 

 

Sunday services at St. John’s, St. Clement’s, St. David’s and St Michael’s, October 2013. 

 St. John’s St. Clement’s St. David’s St Michael’s 

6th 
October 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 
with Children’s Church 

5pm Evensong (BCP) 

9am Parish Communion 

10.45am Worship 
               for Everyone 

 

 

 

6.30pm Evensong (BCP) 

 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

13th 
October 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am Harvest Festival 

 

5pm Evening Prayer (BCP) 

9am Parish Communion 

10.45am Worship 
               for Everyone 

 

11.15am Holy Communion 

 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

20th 
October 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 
with Children’s Church 

5pm Evensong (BCP) 

9am Parish Communion 

10.45am Worship 
               for Everyone 

 

11.15am Morning Prayer 

 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

27th 
October 

8am Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am Parish Communion 
with Children’s Church 

5pm Service of Wholeness 
and Healing 

9am Parish Communion 

10.45am Worship 
               for Everyone 

 

 

 

6.30pm Holy Communion (BCP) 

 

10.30am Parish Communion 

 

The information above is correct at the time of going to press, but please watch the weekly church newsletters and website for the latest information. 

 


